


SARAH HEGENBART
How would you describe the main differences between Berlin
and London as art centres?

BETTINA POUSTTCHI
In contrast to London, the situation for institutions of
contemporary art in Berlin is problematic. The existing
institutions are under-resourced. A diverse art scene does
not receive enough visibility. There has been a long fight
to rectify this. The Temporire Kunsthalle on Schlossplatz
was one of many initiatives to achieve this.

SARAH HEGENBART
Where else could you imagine working if not in Berlin?
Could you imagine coming back to London?

BETTINA POUSTTCHI
I really like living in Berlin and this is my base. The time in
London was, however, fantastic and [ would like to spend
more time there.
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Mythos Berlin explores the role and reputation

of Berlin as a capital of contemporary cultural
production. The city has, since the fall of the Berlin
Wall, been perceived as our generation’s answer

to Paris in the Twenties or New York in the Seventies:
a city that defines its era. This book brings together

a variety of perspectives on that phenomenon,

from first person meditations on the city to statistical
analyses of the economic and sociological conditions
that made the capital so attractive to aspiring artists
and writers. Mythos Berlin documents the most recent
chapter in the turbulent history of this great city,
and speculates on what the future might hold.




